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Awards Ceremony |  April 9, 2014
Welcome
Mr. Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
Distinguished International Student Awards
Announced by Dr. Lania Knight, Assistant Professor, Department of English
College of Arts and Humanities
Nancy Alvarado
Master’s Candidate in Music
Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles
Soha Youssef
Bachelor’s Candidate in English
Presented by Dr. Dana Ringuette
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College of Education and Professional Studies
Evgeniia Vertesheva 
Master’s Candidate in Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Presented by Dr. Chad Carlson
Jake Plant
Bachelor’s Candidate in Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Presented by Dr. Jill Owen 
College of Sciences
Rachel Maxwell
Master’s Candidate in Clinical Psychology      
Presented by Dr. Wesley Allan
Sudip Paudel 
Master’s Candidate in Biological Sciences      
Presented by Dr. Stephen Mullin
David Constantinescu 
Bachelor’s Candidate in Biological Sciences
Presented by Dr. Stephen Mullin
Nana Quaicoe 
Master’s Candidate in Economics
Presented by Dr. Tesa Leonce
Suyeon Jeong 
Bachelor’s Candidate in Political Sciences      
Presented by Dr. David Carwell
Mayoorey Murugathasan 
Master’s Candidate in Chemistry
Presented by Dr. John Blitz
Jae Eun Kim 
Bachelor’s Candidate in Mathematics
Presented by Dr. Peter Andrews
Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
Paula Arang Uribe  
Master’s Candidate in Business Administration 
Presented by Dr. John Willems
Tran B. Ngoc 
Bachelor’s Candidate in 
Management Information Systems
Presented by Dr.  John Willems
Sreeja Nomula  
Master’s Candidate in Technology    
Presented by Dr. Ping Liu
Sunil Thapa 
 
Master’s Candidate in Sustainable Energy 
Presented by Dr. Ping Liu
Jill MacEachen  
Master’s Candidate in Family and Consumer Studies 
Presented by Dr. Karla Kennedy-Hagan
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR
2
International Awards
Announced by Dr. Lania Knight, Chair, International Education Council; Assistant Professor, Department of English
William G. Kirk International Leadership Award
  Announced and Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
  Dr. Diane Jackman, Dean, College of Education and Professional Studies
International Student Ambassador of the Year Award
                Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars 
 Omar Alenezy, Master’s Candidate in Economics
Eulalee L. Anderson International Friendship Award
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Sangram Kodavatikanti, Pastor, Charleston Community Church 
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship 
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Zeenat Chaudhary, Bachelor’s Candidate in Communication Studies
Carl P. Koerner, Jr. Scholarship
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Sudip Paudel, Master’s Candidate in Biological Sciences
Mrs. Pratima Niranjah Shah Scholarship
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Sharbari Ganguly, Master’s Candidate in Gerontology
Eulalee L. Anderson Scholarship Fund
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Rajani Pingili, Master’s Candidate in Sustainable Energy
Dr. Kenneth E. Hadwiger Foreign Cultures Award
 Presented by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
  Silin Huang, Master’s Candidate in Music
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Study Abroad Awards 
Announced and Presented by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
Study Abroad Faculty of the Year
 Dr. Frances Murphy, Professor,  School of Family and Consumer Sciences
Study Abroad Student of the Year
 Mattie Korneta, Bachelor’s Candidate in History
Study Abroad Faculty-led Program of the Year
 English Literacy Landscapes in Grantham, England
Justine Moore – ELE – Science and Schooling
Levi Pruemer – ELE – Science and Schooling
Ryan Reiss – ELE – Science and Schooling
Tiffany Wallick – ELE – Science and Schooling
Amanda Ziencina – ELE – Science and Schooling
Tasha Buchmiller – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Kyle Fisher – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Jared Klein – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Avery Nichols – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Shelby Pilch – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Alexandria Scanlan – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
Jordan Thompson – KSS – Sport Industry in the UK
CEPS Faculty-led Short-term Study Abroad Awards  
Laura Krieg - SPE/ELE - Incredible India 
Joseph Stambaugh – ELE – Incredible India
Kelly Cotterill – ELE – Science and Schooling 
Katherine Delmore – ELE – Science and Schooling
Dylan Dilley – ELE – Science and Schooling
Emily Gillespie – ELE – Science and Schooling
Britny Heinzelmann – ELE – Science and Schooling
Jessica Howse – SPE/ELE – Science and Schooling
Courtney Huff – ECE – Science and Schooling
Lauren Hunt – SPE/ELE – Science and Schooling
Maggie Koch – ECE – Science and Schooling
Nichole Maros – ELE – Science and Schooling
Qadrya Sufi Foundation Scholarships
Announced by Kevin Vicker, Director, Office of International Students and Scholars
 Presented by Dr. Jay Shinde, Assistant Professor of Business and Mr. Greg Petersen, Member, Scholarship Committee
 
Chris Adams- Hazrat Chaman Qadri Scholarship
Gina Iaffaldano- Haji Allah Rakha Scholarship
Tofayel Ahmmad- St. Faustina Scholarship
Mounicadevi Veerlapati - Sri Ramakrishna Scholarship
Surya Venkata Karthik Sunkara- Capt. & Mrs. Shinde Scholarship
Maria Pfund- Capt. SJ Ezekiel Scholarship
Kyle V. Singer- Vijay and Ramesh Inamdar Scholarship
Shifa Shamin- Mary Beatty Scholarship
Sreekanth Kasthuri- Sri Guru Nanak Scholarship
Bre Dupois- Dr. Everett Noble Gibbens Scholarship 
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Study Abroad Merit Scholarship Recipients
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
Office of Study Abroad Grant Scholarship Recipients
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
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Bethanie Kirts ~ Italy
Demetris Lawrence ~ South Africa
Johnathan Ritchie ~ Thailand
Jocelyn Swanson ~ Spain
Sarah Wojda ~ France 
Kelsie Abolt ~ Italy
Elizabeth Bradley ~ Italy
Katherine Delmore ~Bahamas 
McKenzie Dial ~ United Kingdom
Dylan Dilley ~ Bahamas
Bailey Doty ~ United Kingdom
Jesus Garcia ~ South Korea
Jessica Glennon ~ Australia
William Knoop ~ United Kingdom
Eric Luminais ~ Austria
Jordan Nelson ~ England 
Emily Manley ~ Italy
John Murray ~ Spain
Amber Rigsby ~ South Africa 
Jessica Alexander ~ United Kingdom
Jennifer Antkowiak ~ Austria
Kelsey Brooke ~ Italy
Tasha Buchmiller ~ United Kingdom
Phyllis Buhr ~ Ireland
Megan Christensen ~ United Kingdom
Rebecca Cloud ~ Ecuador 
Margaret Doyle ~ Argentina
Emily Hart ~ Spain / Croatia
Britny Heinzelmann ~ Bahamas
Courtney Huff ~ Bahamas 
Lauren Hunt ~ Bahamas
Andrea Hussong ~ Italy
Allison Johnson ~ United Kingdom
Jaeeun Kim ~ Turkey
Laura Krieg ~ India
Allison Lakie ~ Italy
Julie Mariani ~ Bahamas
Taylor Coffman ~ South Korea
Maja Dinger ~ Spain
Lauren Dowd ~ Italy
Emily Dupuis ~ Italy 
Darius Francis ~ United Kingdom
Emily Gillespie ~ Bahamas
Jessica Howse ~ Bahamas
John Janosik ~ Spain 
Ruthie Johnson ~ Italy
Shelbie Kearfott ~ United Kingdom
Darronte Matthews ~ Ecuador
Heather Murphy ~ Spain / Croatia
Shelby Pilch ~ United Kingdom 
Cathryn Richardson ~ Argentina
Ashley Samoska ~ United Kingdom
Jared Ukena ~ Spain / Croatia
Jori Wilson ~ India 
Sarah Micksch ~ Costa Rica
Brianna Murphy ~ Spain
Levi Pruemer ~ Bahamas
Ryan Reiss ~ Bahamas 
Erica Sparnicht ~ Guatemala
Caitlin Bohling ~ United Kingdom 
Kevin Hanrahan ~ Germany 
Sarah Hott ~ Wales
Elizabeth Jansen ~ Australia
Jena Nierman ~ Costa Rica 
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Dorothy E. Walden Short-Term Study Abroad Scholarship
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Jessica Alexander ~ United Kingdom
 Levi Pruemer ~ Bahamas 
Robert and Ann Flick Study Abroad Scholarship
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Megan Christensen ~ United Kingdom 
Study Abroad Tuition Exchange Waivers 
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director , Office of Study Abroad
 
 Taylor Coffman ~ South Korea
 Luis Rodriguez ~ South Korea 
 Jesus Garcia ~ South Korea
 Kevin Hanrahan ~ Germany 
 Sarah Hott ~ United Kingdom 
Kate and Cliff Strandberg Study Abroad in Europe Scholarship
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Eric Luminais ~ Austria
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William V. Weber Study Abroad Assistance Fund Recipients
Announced by Dr. Marilyn Coles, Interim Director, Office of Study Abroad
 Phyllis Buhr ~ Ireland
 Jessica Howse ~ Bahamas
 Darronte Matthews ~ Ecuador 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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       Class of 2014 Distinguished International Students
Tran B. Ngoc
Management Information Systems
Paula Arango Uribe
MBA
Sunil Thapa
Sustainable Energy
Sreeja Nomula
Technology
Jill MacEachen
Family and Consumer Sciences
Soha Youssef
English
Nancy Alvarado
Music
Jake Plant
Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Mayoorey Murugathasan
Chemistry
Rachel Maxwell
Clinical Psychology
Nana Quaicoe
Economics
Suyeon Jeong
Political Science
Sudip Paudel
Biological Sciences
Evgeniia Vertesheva
Kinesiology and Sports Studies
Not Pictured: 
David Constantinescu, 
Biological Sciences 
Jae Eun Kim
Mathematics
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International Student Ambassador of the Year
This award is given in recognition of exemplary leadership and dedication and 
is presented annually to an outstanding International Student Ambassador 
who demonstrates enthusiasm and willingness to communicate effectively with 
potential international students. 
Omar Alenezy,  Master’s Candidate in Economics
   
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship
Established by Dr. Wang Tih-Wu, an alumnus Eastern Illinois University, the 
Wang Tih-Wu Scholarship is presented annually to an international student 
who demonstrates academic excellence and involvement in extra-curricular 
activities
Zeenat Chaudhary,  Bachelor’s Candidate in Communication Studies
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William G. Kirk International Leadership Award  
This award is given in recognition of exemplary leadership in international 
education.  Established in honor of Dr. William G. Kirk, EIU Professor 
Emeritus of Psychology, International Programs annually selects an EIU 
faculty or staff member to be recognized.
Diane Jackman, Ph.D.,  Dean, 
College of Education and Professional Studies
   
Carl P. Koerner, Jr. Scholarship
This award was established by Jack and Bethina Schultz in memory of Carl 
P. Koerner, Jr. who served as a member of the EIU Board of Trustees. The 
Koerner Scholarship advances the University’s mission of global citizenship. 
The award is presented annually to an academically talented international 
student in a degree program. 
Sudip Paudel,  Master’s Candidate in Biological Sciences 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Mrs. Pratima Niranjah Shah Scholarship 
This award is given to students based on their GPA and an essay submission 
regarding the culture of India and plans to work in India following graduation.
Sharbari Ganguly,  Master’s Candidate in Gerontology
International Student Scholarships 
The International Excellence Rate is awarded to undergraduate international students with an incoming 
GPA of 3.5 to 4.0 upon being admitted to EIU.  The International Student Scholarship is awarded to 
undergraduate and graduate international students demonstrating a high GPA and financial need.  Each 
semester, about 80-100 international students receive one of these awards.
The Eulalee L. Anderson Scholarship Fund 
This fund provides scholarships for EIU international students whom excel 
academically and actively promote international awareness.  Established in 
honor of Eulalee L. Anderson, M.S., EIU Emeritus International Advisor, 
International Students and Scholars annually selects a student recipient.
Rajani Pingili,  Master’s Candidate in Sustainable Energy
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Study Abroad Student of the Year
This award recognizes a student who embodies the values of 
the Office of Study Abroad and the importance of international 
education. Nominated by members of the EIU community and 
confirmed by the Office of Study Abroad. 
Mattie Korneta,  Bachelor’s Candidate in History 
Mattie Korneta, a native of Frankfort, IL, is a senior majoring in history, with a 
minor in English, at Eastern Illinois University. She is set to graduate in May 2014. 
Her study abroad experience actually began when she visited her sister who was 
studying abroad in France. They took some time to visit London, and her decision was made. Not only would 
she study abroad for an entire year, but she would do so in the city of London. Following this decision, Mattie 
went to the Offi ce of Study Abroad at EIU and sat down with Kelly Holland, who pointed her in the direction of 
University of Westminster. After applying and receiving her acceptance letter from Westminster, Mattie was set 
for an entire academic year in London. 
During her time abroad, Mattie learned about 
different events in history from a different 
perspective while living in a new culture. She 
made lifelong friends and traveled extensively, 
adding to her already established love of traveling 
and learning about new cultures. Her time studying 
abroad has had a huge impact on her life, and has 
prompted her to look abroad for future endeavors. 
To this end, she has applied to teach English 
in France as a classroom aid and will apply to 
graduate school abroad as well. On her better days, 
Mattie is a major foodie that enjoys good coffee, 
books, and music.
Mattie’s nominators said:  “Mattie is the ideal study abroad student… 
After her return to EIU after her year in London, she has continued to 
share her passion for studying abroad both by her involvement in the 
Study Abroad Society as well as her assistance in the Offi ce of Study 
Abroad… Mattie is the most passionate student regarding study abroad 
on EIU’s campus…  Mattie is the ideal person for this award because 
of her love and passion for the world and all she has learned from it… 
Overall, Mattie is awesome!”
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Study Abroad Faculty of the Year
This award recognizes outstanding efforts in the promotion and support of 
study abroad not only within a faculty member’s academic department, but 
within their college and the university. Nominated by members of the EIU 
community and confirmed by the Office of Study Abroad 
Frances Murphy, Ph.D., Professor, School of 
Family and Consumer Sciences
Frances L. Murphy, a professor in the School of Family and Consumer Sciences, 
earned a Ph.D. in child development at Texas Woman’s University.     She taught for two years at Pittsburg State 
University in Pittsburg, Kansas before taking her position at EIU, in 1990.   Since then she has been a faculty 
member in the Child Development Laboratory, served as graduate coordinator for a number of years in the School 
of Family and Consumer Sciences’ MS in FCS program, and completed a year-long sabbatical studying culture 
and family life in The Republic of Moldova, which is the neighbor to Ukraine and currently in the news.  
She said: I fi rst learned to appreciate study abroad as a member of IPAC (International Programs Advisory Board 
– now IEC) at EIU.   Without this experience, I would not have entertained the possibility of planning a program, 
and especially not one that is semester-long and faculty-led.  Our fi rst program to South Africa was implemented 
in 2006, the second 2008 and the third in 2013.  Dr. Dagni Bredesen is my mentor for study abroad in South 
Africa, and we partner on each program with Dagni teaching the three-credit orientation course.  [The next trip 
will be in Spring, 2015.]
The Study Abroad (faculty-led) course is: FCS Semester in South Africa: Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and New 
London.  The program presents international education in a format that allows students to complete a full semester 
(up to 15 hrs.) of required and elective coursework that fi ts into a human services or early childhood program 
of study at the undergraduate or graduate level. One may also complete an internship. Students experience 
international human services programs fi rsthand; they observe social and family structures in urban and rural 
settings.  Activities include fi eld trips to human services programs, cultural and historical locations such as 
museums, guest speakers on specifi c curriculum-related topics, and scenic locations such as Cape Point National 
Park. Students have the option on weekends to participate in tourist-type activities at their own discretion such as 
shark diving, sky diving, bungee jumping and hiking.
Dr. Murphy’s nominator said: “A faculty-led semester-long program is unique, demanding and intense.  Dr. 
Frances Murphy led 8 students to South Africa and worked with a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate 
students in various FCS courses.  Several students completed independent studies and internships requiring 
additional supervision and adjustments to the itinerary.  Dr. Murphy also helped students in preparation for their 
departure.”  
A student, Demetris Lawrence, said: “Dr. Murphy’s leadership skills as the faculty leader for the Fall, 2013 South 
African Study Abroad trip not only helped the students thrive in their efforts, but she genuinely took an interest in 
them as individuals.  She generated a caring and trusting atmosphere.  She understood that innovation carried risk 
and she not only tolerated mistakes, but also celebrated them and rewarded these consequences of learning.  Her 
resourcefulness enabled her to recognize the tools needed to get the job done and resulted in having the necessary 
resources to get the students where they needed to go. “ 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Study Abroad Faculty-led Program of the Year
English Literary Landscapes in Grantham, England
Summer 2013 course taught by Dr. Christopher Hanlon & Dr. Francine McGregor
This course is an opportunity for students of all majors to read and discuss some of England’s most admired 
writers while resident in the British Midlands at Harlaxton Manor, a 100-room nineteenth-century manor house 
owned and operated by the University of Evansville as its British campus. Class meetings are devoted to close 
reading of assigned material and placement of it in socio-historical context. Visits to literary sites give students the 
opportunity to experience fi rsthand the landscapes that the assigned writers have made famous. Writers include 
Jane Austen, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Emily Bronte, Thomas Hardy, and Virginia Woolf. 
Students see a Shakespeare play at London’s new Globe Theatre, as well as visiting sites of cultural importance, 
such as the National Portrait Gallery, the Tate Gallery, Poet’s Corner at Westminster Abbey, and St. Paul’s. 
Students also have ample opportunity to travel on weekends to sites of their own choice.
Students wrote: 
“I couldn’t have ever imagined all the things I 
would see, the people I would meet, and all that I 
would learn in England.  This program gave me a 
new love for the literature I studied, as I was able 
to experience each of the author’s relationships 
with the English landscape.  Every day that I spent 
at Harlaxton Manor was like a dream – reading 
in the conservatory, taking hikes through the 
countryside, and playing croquet on the front lawn. 
It was all surreal, and by far the best experience 
during my time as an undergraduate.”
“This program was the perfect mix of being 
faculty-led and having plenty of independent 
travel time.  The faculty that led this trip had an 
amazing knowledge of England, and the places we 
traveled to… I learned more from this trip than I 
ever could have imagined.”
“The students on this program ranged from 
History to Philosophy to Communication Studies 
to Special Education majors.  Not only did the trip 
give us room to grow learning the culture, but also 
room to grow as students of EIU.  Passionate is 
too simple a word to describe the faculty.  Their 
knowledge of the English culture was eye opening 
and enticing.  Personally, this trip exposed me to 
opportunities outside the classroom where I was able to take things that I love and skills that I have – and combine 
them for some bigger purpose.”
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
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Education is the attribute that describes the excellence of 
an individual and is transferred from one generation to 
another by personal interactions, teaching-learning, and 
research processes in the form of knowledge and skill from 
the precedence. Education provides professionalism to 
the amateur like sight to the blind, and helps you to draft 
your voice and the ability disabled to make life articulate 
and perceivable. Anything in this universe can be the 
trigger to learn something but your home, society, schools 
and universities are the common places for education. 
Nevertheless, there is the quote, “practice makes a man 
perfect”, and personal experience may teach you more than 
the greatest schools 
It is said that a plant fl ourishes faster, independent from 
its innate potential, when it is transferred to a fertile land 
from a bare area. The statement is true in my case too. A 
country itself is neither good nor bad but the system and 
infrastructure built by the residents set the stage for human 
productivity and happiness. Personal skills development 
needs not only the burning desire of an individual for better 
performance but also the facilities to develop and train 
those skills. I grew up in a country which recently overcame 
civil war and remnants are still scattered around. I never 
anticipated my dream, to become a world class genetic 
engineer, could come true out of the ruined and broken 
laboratory foundations in my hometown but fortunately, 
I found a fertile land irrigated by a friendly society and 
welcoming culture, here at EIU, where my suppressed 
desires, may come true.
The United States of America is the reverie country of 
the world because of the many different opportunities and 
facilities it offers at least in my eyes. Even a thorny plant can 
produce gorgeous fl owers that warm thousands of hearts in 
nutrient rich soil, but no blossoms are produced in dearth 
of even only a single of the 16 elements that are required 
for growth and development of plants. The USA provides 
a prolifi c platform to the capable and novice workers to 
fl ourish, which is refl ected by the nearly uncountable 
number of inventions and its fi rst position in the list of 
Nobel Prize winning countries. I’m proud of being EIU and 
hope to represent another successful story nourished by the 
world class academic environment and dedication to quality 
at EIU. I had a hard time deciphering the local accent, the 
entirely new teaching-learning methods and administrative 
system, but I’m thankful for the wholeheartedness of 
my peers, administration and other staff, instructors and 
many more who never let me fail. It is said that your fi rst 
impression represent 90% of all impression of a life time 
and this is how EIU, representing American universities, is 
parking itself in my heart.  
My country’s noon is America’s midnight, but despite 
the differences in culture, I never felt lonely because of 
the friendly and hospitable support from Charleston’s 
residents and members of EIU. Indeed, I deeply appreciate 
everybody’s “sweet smile” and “Hi, how are you?” even to an 
unknown stranger. Charleston residents invite international 
students (us) for dinner and various other cultural functions 
and treat us as guests. They understand the pain of being 
far away from family and try to sooth it. They even offer 
help for making grocery trips. The love, care and affection 
really cast indelible impressions into my heart. Some of 
many examples of invitations and unforgettable moments 
are the progressive dinner program, the awesome dinner 
and funny magic program, Sukka Roti (Chapatti in Nepali) 
dinner program, etc. The progressive dinner program was 
absolutely new and truly exciting and astonishing to me. 
At that time, I experienced varieties of cuisines along with 
unexplainable hospitality and respect from seven different 
families. 
Love, care, and affection from Charleston residents on one 
hand and their interest in Nepal’s topography, political 
situation, culture, on the other hand gives me unexpected 
gratifi cation. In addition, besides learning and experiencing 
the American culture, the interaction with students from 
different parts of the world becomes a visual encyclopedia. 
For example I never can explain the level of contentment of 
performances from different parts of the world representing 
different continents in a cultural program. Diverse group of 
people from diverse social and cultural background under a 
unifying umbrella opens my third eye to see the world as a 
brotherhood and I realized the importance of diversity that I 
never would have learn being a frog in only one pond. 
At EIU, I’m learning academic knowledge and skills that 
will help me to become a world class genetic engineer. 
Moreover, besides dry academic knowledge, the social 
and cultural lesions learnt from EIU members, Charleston 
residents, and peers from all over the world are indispensible 
tools to decorate my life. Both academic and cultural 
knowledge in combination will provide me with the ability 
to achieve the goal of education – to become educated and 
to represent outstanding education at home and abroad. 
Therefore, I deeply appreciate the way EIU enables us to 
learn throughout our lifetime and I salute the individuals 
who created this system in the fi rst place and all the others 
that continue to make me proud to say: We are EIU.
The Importance of International Education at Eastern Illinois University.
By Sudip Paudel, M.S. in Biological Sciences from Nepal – Winner of the 2014 Carl P. Koerner Essay Award
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PSM in Geographic Information Systems Gives International 
Student Valuable Experience: 
An Interview with Anwesh Ponugumati
Tell us about your experience in the GIS fi eld.
My name is Anwesh Ponugumati from India and I am currently 
pursuing a Professional Science Master’s in Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) at EIU. I am an urban and regional 
planner holding a Bachelor’s degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning. I have 6 years of experience through which I gained 
knowledge and honed skills in housing development, urban 
design, transportation planning, economic development, land 
use, and environmental planning in preparing the master 
plans for cities. During preparation of development polices 
for cities physical surveys, performing demographics and other non-spatial analysis are considered. Presently, 
urban planners in all functional areas (e.g., city planning, transportation, social services, etc.) around the world use 
geographic information systems in both developed countries  and developing countries.
Why did you fi nd EIU’s program attractive?
As an Urban Planner I’ve used GIS in many projects to develop base maps & to analyze the area. This experience 
has driven me to pursue the GIS program to learn more and to attain expertise in GIS. With zeal I started searching 
for a course which suits my profi le. I found EIU’s curriculum suits me because this course is under the Geography, 
Biology and Management departments. It’s an interdisciplinary course. As an Urban Planner I need to learn about 
using GIS in environment, infrastructure and spatial areas. All these fi elds are included in the curriculum of PSM, 
which made me to opt for EIU. All faculties have a PHD, which also created an interest in me to opt for this course.
Describe your experience with the faculty at EIU.
The faculty in the PSM program is very cooperative and helpful. The faculty is from diverse academic backgrounds 
with vast experience in their respective fi elds as well as GIS. Every individual is taken care of and often there is 
one on one interaction between the student and faculty. The faculty ensures that the curriculum is updated suiting 
the needs of the industry. The faculty can be contacted for any academic assistance and they are helpful and 
cooperative.
Why would you recommend EIU’s GIS program to someone else?
I recommend the program to all prospective students who want to make a career in the fi eld of GIS. This program 
consists of all necessary modules with which one can build their career in the fi eld of GIS with respect to Urban 
Planning, Environment Planning, Geography, Biology, Geology, Archeology and many more. One can attain 
professional exposure in the course while pursuing EIU’s PSM in GIS which is an interdisciplinary course 
providing widespread opportunities. I strongly recommend the PSM-GIS offered by EIU as it offers industry-
oriented curriculum, cost effectiveness and a good dedicated GIS lab with licensed ESRI GIS software.
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Th e Offi  ce of  International Students and Scholars
Th e Offi  ce of Study Abroad 
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920
217-581-2220
www.eiu.edu/~eiuglobal
